
Welcome to Westside HS!
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Parent University (2019-2020) 
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Date
October 15 November 19 January 21 March 24

Locations

Westside HS, Pershing MS, 

Lawson MS, Cook ES

Furr HS, Thomas MS, 

Emerson Es, Oak Forest 

ES

Lamar HS, Waltrip HS, 

Key MS,  Park Place ES

Chavez HS, Tanglewood 

MS, Almeda ES, Marshall 

ES

General 

Session

How To Get 

Involved

Cybersafety and 

Digital Citizenship

Why Attendance 

Matters

Special Programs 

Offered in HISD

Breakout 

Sessions

Literacy by 3(Academics)

Elementary School Assessments

Your Rights as a SPED parent

Resources to support your child with reading

Literacy in the Middle/Literacy Empowered

Understanding HISD School Choice

Understanding Credits, GPA and Ranking

College Readiness Resources for Middle and 

High School

Support Session 1: Taking the Awkward out 

of Hard Talks 

Support Session 2: What Parents Need to 

Know About Mental Health

Literacy by 3(Academics)

Elementary School Assessments

Your Rights as a SPED parent

Resources to support your child with 

reading

Literacy un Middle/literacy Empowered

Understanding HISD School Choice

Understanding Credits, GPA and 

Ranking

College Readiness Resources for Middle 

and High School

Health and Wellness Support Session 1

Health and Wellness Support Session 2

How to prepare for College as an 

Elementary Student 

Resources to support Your Child with 

Math 

Managing Stress for Parents and 

Students

Your Rights as a SPED Parent 

Understanding AP, IB and Dual Credit

Financial Aid and Applying to College

Personal Graduation Plans 

Health and Wellness Support Session 1

Health and Wellness Support Session 2

How to prepare for College as an 
Elementary Student 

Resources to support Your Child with 
Math 

Managing Stress for Parents and 

Students

Your Rights as a SPED Parent 

Understanding AP, IB and Dual Credit

Financial Aid and Applying to College

Personal Graduation Plans 

Health and Wellness Support Session 1

Health and Wellness Support Session 2



Agenda

• Westside HS Vision

• Content Area Tips

• World Geography

• English I

• Biology

• Algebra I

• Tech Tools for Parents

• Standards of Student Conduct

• Clubs & Orgs for Freshman

• Q & A
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Agenda

• Content Area Tips

• World Geography

• English I

• Biology

• Algebra I

• Tech Tools for Parents

• Standards of Student Conduct

• Clubs & Orgs for Freshman

• Q & A
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Content Area Information

• World Geography

• English 

• Biology

• Algebra I
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World Geography  

Parent Expectations:  How to Unlock the Magic in your Child

• Attend tutorials for small group instruction

• Trust the process. 

• Focus on your child’s best effort, personal best every day more than a grade average.

• Promote a growth mindset.

• Practice restraint in regards to helping with task completion. Don’t save your child 

every time (I know this will be difficult). It is when they must handle issues 

themselves that they learn to fight their own battles.

• Realize that we are about your kids. Teachers at Westside have dedicated their lives 

to nurturing them, supporting them, loving them and guiding them. It is our 

purpose and our vow to you.



World Geography

• Writing- Frequent critical writing activities based on 

current events & five themes

• Theme Based- focus on topics that relate to current 

events Five Themes: Movement, Region, 

Human/Environment Interaction, Location, Place

• Two field trips each year- Culture (landscape analysis) & 

Industry

• Communicate with teachers. Teachers are here to help 

students succeed. 

• AP Human Geography- AP Exam is May 4 at noon
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English I

Topics Included:

• Our focus

• The Curriculum

• Flipped Lessons

o The English 1 Team consists of:

oMs. Evans (N1)

oMs. Gelsinger (N2)

oMs. George (E1)

oMr. Koneschik (E2)

oMs. Johnson (S2)
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English I:  Our Focus

– Close observation and analysis

– Evidence-based writing

– Critical thinking through higher-order questions

– Engage in meaningful academic conversations

– Foster the opportunity to become a better reader and writer.
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English I:  The Curriculum

‒ All English 1 students will be using the curriculum provided by 

College Board (even if the workbooks say “Pre-AP”)

‒ The curriculum is meant to reach all learners and it is the English 1 

team’s job to...

‒ break down the lessons to reach our lower level students

‒ provide enrichment for our high performing students

‒ More information about the curriculum will be explained, this 

evening, during the teacher sessions
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English I:  Flipped Lessons

‒ The English 1 Team is utilizing the flipped classroom on certain homework 
assignments.

‒ Lesson is homework and students come to class ready to complete activities in 
hopes that the teacher will catch any misunderstandings or misconceptions about 
the material.

‒ Flipped Lesson Format:
‒ Watch a video

‒ Take notes over the video

‒ Complete a check for understanding assignment

‒ Flipped lesson are usually given twice a week (Monday/Tuesday & Friday).

‒ It is imperative that the students complete these flipped lesson because they can 
easily get behind if they neglect to do the work.
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Biology

Study Techniques:

❑Spaced Retrieval- Studying is spaced out over time produces better 

mastery and longer retention.

❑Looks like: Your student reviewing notes from class at night.

❑Expressing Material in own words: Writing key ideas and points.

❑Looks Like: Your student writing notecards, annotating, writing questions 

from notes, paraphrasing notes.

❑Images: Use images and mnemonics tools to trigger recall memory.

❑Looks Like: Your student drawing concepts maps, labeling diagrams.

❑Ex: What is the order of the planets?

My Very Educated Mother Just Served Us Nachos!
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Biology

Study Techniques (cont.):

❑Feedback: For certain subjects, groups can help to solidify and 

clarify material.

❑Looks Like: An effective group has a common goal, is prepared, 

organized and focused.

❑Utilize the Pomodoro Technique: Helps to maintain focus and 

concentration.

❑Looks Like: Work for twenty-five minutes, then take a five-minute 

break. Repeat the study cycle.
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Algebra I

• Review the syllabus from each teacher for important contact information. Join the 

Remind notification system for each teacher, if available.

– Late work & retesting policies can be found on the teacher’s syllabus.

• Conference period is 6th period.  Email is the best way to communicate with your 

child’s teacher.  If requested, the teacher can set up a time to contact you by phone.

• Check student’s grades in Parent Connect at least once a week.

– Consider setting notifications from Parent Connect

• Advise your student to attend tutorials as needed. Lunch tutorials are available all 

week long. Review lunch tutorials schedule for time and location. See calendar for 

Saturday tutorials.
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Algebra I

• If student has an “MSG” for a grade, this is a missing assignment. Most times the student is 

given an opportunity to turn the assignment in for a lesser grade.

• Major grades such as tests can be retaken during lunch tutorials, if scores are less than 70.

• These classes use 60% for major grades (tests):

– Algebra 1 Prep, Algebra 1 Pre-AP

• These classes use 70% for major grades (tests):

– Geometry Prep, Geometry Pre-AP

– Algebra 2 Prep, Algebra 2 Pre-AP
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*Most Junior High Schools only use 30% as major grades



Algebra I Grade Information

• All Math courses have a final exam that counts as 25% of the final 

average.

• Exams are comprehensive for the entire semester.

– Having a good average for the semester, can help relieve the stress of a 

final exam.

• Grade Point Average (GPA) is calculated based on semester 

average, and not six weeks grades.
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Algebra I

• All Math course teachers have a HUB page and a digital 
textbook that can be accessed through the HUB.

• A student should expect a minimum of 30 minutes of homework a 
night for moth math course, depending on the topic.

• Mini-lessons are posted on the HUB daily, for students to access 
for additional help with links to video tutorials.
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Parent Connect

• Text Alerts- Based on your chosen settings!!

Provides:

• Online access to teacher 

gradebook

• Period/Daily Attendance

• Progress Reports

• Report Cards

• Parent & Student Resources
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To get started: log in at www.houstonisd.org/psc or register.  

Xfreshstu09

http://www.houstonisd.org/psc


“Technifying” Instruction



What Can You Expect of PowerUp at WHS?

✓ Teachers using technology to help enhance 

learning experiences and provide better 

personalization.
✓ Students having access to numerous resources 

24/7.
➢ Digital textbooks & practice sites
➢ Classroom assignments

Student-Made Website

French Project

Daily SAT Vocab PracticeTeacher-Made Presentations

CK-12

Achieve3000



WHS Acceptable Use Policy Highlights

• Students must have laptops for class 
EVERYDAY!

• Students should fully charge their laptops 
EVERY night! (20hr charge on full battery)

• Students should never modify laptop 
hardware or district-installed software in any 
way. 

• Students are responsible for the proper use 
and care of their laptops.

• Parents/guardians accept financial 
responsibility for any intentional damage to 
the laptop or damage due to gross negligence.

Replacement 

Item

Replacement 

Cost

HP Laptop 

Battery
$120

Laptop 

Charger
$55

Laptop Bag $38
Laptop Strap $9



Parent Resources

September 27th Deadline



What can parents do?

• Help instill a culture of laptop care & 
responsibility.

• Access teacher lesson plans on website

• Attend Monthly Parent Tech Sessions

• Math and Science-CK-12 (additional 
course work and practice).

• Reach out to individual teachers OR to our 
Campus Instructional Technologist Ansley 
Merriweather 
(amerriwe@houstonisd.org) 



Standards of Student Conduct:  

Cell Phone Policy

• Cell phone use causes a distraction for the user, other students, & teacher during instruction

• Cell phones have been used as tools in incidents of compromised academic honesty

• Research studies show negative impact of cell phone use on student learning outcomes

• HISD students have the privilege of utilizing school-issued laptops making cell phones less 

useful for academic purposes

• The aim is to establish a balance between academic focus and responsible student phone use
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+ Conduct Grade Rubric



19-20 Clubs/ Organizations

• African Club

• Ambassadors (diversity)

• Anime/Gaming Club

• Asian Culture

• Black Students Union (BSU)

• Board Game Club

• Business Professional of America

• Chess Club

• Christians on Campus

• Comedy Sportz

• Drone Club

• Ecology Club

• Esports Club

• Film Club

• FIRST Robotics

• Friends

• French Club
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• Howler News Club

• HOSA (Health Professionals)

• International Travel Club

• Junior Classical League

• Key Club

• Korean Pop Culture Club

• LULAC (League of United Latin 

American Citizens)

• Math Olympiad

• Minecraft

• National Art Honor Society

• National Honor Society

• Nerdy Girl for Success

• Math Honor Society (Mu Alpha Theta)

• Music Club

• Paw Pals

• Quiz Bowl

• Red Cross Club

• Robotics

• Special Olympics

• Speech & Debate Club

• Sprout (college resources)

• Student Council (all grades)

• Urban Agriculture

• Westside Codes

• Band

• Choir

• Culinary Skills USA

• Inertia Dance Company

• Orchestra

• Theatre Production (Thespians)

• WEGA

• WIT (Westside Inclusive Theater)



Q & A

• Questions about any topics discussed?

• Questions for administration or teachers?

• Please don’t hesitate to contact someone 

here at any point, throughout the year!
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Thank you!

For entrusting us with your child and allowing us to guide them 
on their exciting journey through high school.

Please, don’t hesitate to contact us should you need anything or 
have any concerns.

Peggi Stewart, Principal

Tyrone Davis, Associate Principal

Lea Mishlan, Dean of Instruction

Your student’s Dean
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